THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

propensity women have to introject their object and set it up in
themselves, so that they erect a more powerful super-ego there.
This propensity, moreover, is increased precisely by their greater
dependence upon their super-ego and their greater fear of it. The
girl's most profound anxiety, which is that some unascertainable
damage has been done to her inside by her internalized objects,
impels her, as I have already shown, to be continually testing her
fears by means of her relations to real objects. It impels her, that is,
to reinforce her introjective trends in a secondary way. Again, it
would seem that her mechanisms of projection are stronger than
the man's, in conformity with her stronger sense of the omnipotence
of her excrements and thoughts; and this is another factor which
induces her to have stronger relations with the outer world and with
objects in reality, partly for the purpose of controlling them by magic.

This fact that the processes of introjection and projection are
stronger in the woman than in the man not only affects, I think, the
character of her object-relationships but is of importance for the
development of her ego. Her dominating and deep-seated need to
give herself up in complete trust and submission to the egoods
internalized penis is one of the things that underlies the receptive
quality of her sublimations and interests. But her feminine position
also strongly impels her to obtain secret control of her internalized
objects by means of the omnipotence of her excrements and of her
thoughts; and this fosters in her a sharp power of observation and
great psychological understanding, together with a certain artful-
ness, cunning and inclination towards deceit and intrigue. This side
of her ego-development is brought out in the main with reference
to her maternal super-ego, but it also colours her relation to her
paternal imago.

In The Ego and the Id Freud writes:1 elf they' [the object-
identifications] 'obtain the upper hand and become too numerous,
unduly powerful and incompatible with one another, a pathological
outcome will not be far off. It may come to a disruption of the ego
in consequence of the different identifications becoming cut off from
one another by resistances; perhaps the secret of cases of what is
described as "multiple personality" is that the different identifica-
tions seize hold of consciousness in turn. Even when things do not
go so far as this, there remains the question of conflicts between the
various identifications into which the ego comes apart, conflicts
which cannot after all be described as entirely pathological.' A
study of the early stages of the formation of the super-ego and their
relation to the development of the ego fully confirms this last
statement. And, as far as can be seen, any further investigation of

1 S.E. 19, p. 30.
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